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PET CLINIC

Staff Member of the Month

We would like you all to meet one of our
wonderful registered veterinary
technicians, Jessica! She has been with
us at PVPC for almost five years, but her
career in veterinary medicine started long
before then. Jessica’s passion lies in
dentistry, which has allowed her to
become lead dental technician here in our
hospital. Of course, we thought February
was a fitting month to put the spotlight on
her as it is certainly her time to shine!
Unfortunately, Jessica will be missing out
on highlighting the importance of dental
care this year because she welcomed a
new baby girl to her family at the
beginning of this year. She is anxious to
jump back into the land of dentistry, but
we know she is enjoying this special time
with her new bundle of joy.
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Dental Month

In veterinary medicine, we dedicate the
entire month of February to promote and
educate pet owners on dental health in
their animals.

When we see pets for oral health, it tends
to be because the pet is having difficulties
eating at home, seems painful in the
mouth, has bad breath, and so on. More
often than not, these health concerns are
in relation to periodontal disease,
gingivitis, and sometimes fractured teeth.
Scheduling an appointment with your
veterinarian is the right step to take when
these concerns come up and it’s likely
your veterinarian will recommend you
schedule an anesthetized dental
procedure.

Dental procedures can seem invasive, but
they really are not much different than
when we visit our human dentist offices.




The main difference is we put all our
patients under anesthesia because even
for routine cleanings, animals don'’t allow
us to thoroughly examine their mouths
while awake. Once they are under
anesthesia, the dental technician takes
dental radiographs to look for any
problems under the gumline such as
fractures, decay, and/or pocketing. Then
the technician closely examines each
tooth for external fractures and calculus
build up and examines the gums for any
recession around the teeth and for any
irritations/infections. After evaluating the
radiographs and the patient’'s mouth, the
technician will remove any teeth that may
be broken or causing infection in the
mouth. Of course, this is only done if
absolutely needed to ensure better overall
health in the patient. If the oral exam and
the radiographs show the teeth to be in
healthy condition, then there will be no
need for any extractions. Finally, the
technician will then scale any teeth that
have tartar buildup and finish off by
polishing each tooth with toothpaste
designed specifically for animals.

It is highly recommended to do regular
dental procedures on pets every 1-2
years. Oftentimes, pet owners are
reluctant to follow through with annual or
biannual dental procedures because the
cost can be scary. Something to keep in
mind when considering your pet’s oral
health, even though the procedure can be
costly, it can be more cost effective for
you in the long run. Putting off routine
dental care can lead to bigger problems
such as periodontal disease and gingivitis
which lead to much more invasive
procedures.

Those tend to cost even more than a
routine dental cleaning. Sometimes
mouth conditions can become so poor
that multiple major dental procedures may
become necessary especially in certain
dog breeds and cats with certain medical
conditions.

There are cost-effective ways for you to
better contribute to your pet’s oral health
right in the comfort of your home. To help
reduce the buildup of tartar you can try
brushing your pet’s teeth with a
toothbrush and special animal toothpaste
as much as your pet will allow. If your pet
doesn’t quite tolerate you poking around
in their mouth, there are various chews
and treats available for both dogs and
cats you can give daily to act as a
toothbrush for you. There are even oral
rinses and water additives you can try if
your pet is finicky about treats. You can
also visit Veterinary Partner, an online
resource, to see what other tips and tricks
are out there for in-home dental care
(VOHC.COM). It is important to know that
keeping up on at home routine dental
care does not necessarily mean your pet
will never have to undergo a full
anesthetized dental procedure; however,
every little bit of effort counts in
maintaining a healthy mouth and an
overall healthy life for your pet.




Noodle's Notes

Hi all! I hope the new year has so far
treated you all well. | know you must be
tired of talking about animal dental health,
but | thought I should let the cat out of the
bag and tell you that for the whole month
of February PVPC is offering a discount
on dental procedures. Yep, that’s right! If
you schedule your pet for a dental in
February, you’ll get a whopping 20%
discount on your whole procedure. That
applies to any procedure regardless of if
it's a simple routine cleaning or if your pet
needs a more invasive dental procedure.
Hurry up and call the office now before all
of the slots get booked up! | hope to see
some of your pets soon getting those
teeth nice and shiny!

P.S. Happy Valentine’s Day! Remember
that sharing your v-day treats with your
pets is NOT caring!

We hope to hear from you all soon
regarding your pet's dental health. Stay
tuned for our March issue...




